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Summary “Preserving Edinburgh Place as a Monument”
Heritage Watch
9 November 2009

Purpose and Boundary

This petition urges AAB to confer Edinburgh Place Grade | status as Historic Landscape of
Cultural Significance and to pursue this to be declared a Monument. Edinburgh Place and its
defining structures include Edinburgh Square, Queen’s Pier, the Dias, the City Hall complex
and Memorial Garden, the Star Ferry and the Star Ferry Car Park.

Significance of the Complex and Arguments

A. Declare the first historical and cultural landscape in Hong Kong in line with prevailing
international and national standards of tangible cultural heritage conservation.

B. The concept of “historical landscape”, or “landscape of significant cultural important” has
been introduced in authoritative conservation standards, like the Burra Charter and is
used by various countries and cities, including New York, China, Taiwan and Macau (e.g.
Historic Centre of Macao). Conserving tangible cultural heritage is not restricted to
individual buildings but can be a site, a cluster of buildings, a landscape and even a
district. The current practice of AAB has been to declare monuments and historical
buildings individually, however, the Antiques and Monuments Ordinance (Cap.53) allows
declaring a place, building or site as a monument. The uniqueness and signification of
Edinburgh Place may lead to the establishment of first historical and cultural landscape in
the urban area of Hong Kong.

C. According to Richard Engelhardt, UNESCO Regional Adviser for Culture in Asia
and the Pacific, “[flirst of all, even more than the preservation of buildings, the
preservation of the urban morphology and the revitalisation of public space has
become the most important conservation issue for developers, politicians, and the
public alike. Without the preservation of the original structural skeleton of the town, the
historic urban fabric will be unreadable and all other conservation efforts will be
incomprehensible to the residents and visitors alike.”

D. The Complex has significant historical and cultural values for Hong Kong at territorial
level and it matches 6 out of 9 themes under AAB’s grading principles for Historical
Buildings:

1% : Establishment of Colonial Rule and Maintenance of Social Stability, Law &
Order



Edinburgh Place, including Queen’s Pier, the Dias and the City Hall marked the
arrival of Governors and members of the British royal family. The place has been used
to hold ceremonies including the opening of the legal year by the Judiciary. Besides,
the first vote-counting for District Boards and Urban Council and Legislative Council
elections took place here.

- 2" Social and cultural significance for HK at territorial level
The Complex is a recognized landmark used by the public since 1950s and a cradle
of cultural identity with the start of social movements, including the Star Ferry Pier
demonstrations in the 1960s and the Protect Diaoyutai Movement Pier in 1970s.
Edinburgh Place has perpetuated the community’s collective memory with numerous
milestone events and as the location for — famous and less famous - films, music
videos and marriage photographs.

- 3" Sjgnificantly important of “Economic Activities in the Colonial Period”
It served as an exhibition place for Hong Kong export products and trade fairs.

- 4™ Significantly important in Social Development of the Colony
It provided a place for social gatherings by people from all nations, social
backgrounds and sexes. Both wealthy and ordinary Chinese people enjoyed
memorable times in Edinburgh Place including its public space, exhibitions hall,
restaurants, and library.

- 5™ Significantly important for Educational reform in the Colonial times
Social protests leading to subsequent reforms including Protests of the Chinese
Language Movement and Protests to demand the re-opening of the Precious Blood
Golden Jubilee School also took place at Edinburgh Place.

- 6™ Demonstrated cultural diversity in Hong Kong
The various services provided in City Hall and the various public spaces shape
Edinburgh Place as a centre for all walks of life, including migrant workers holding
social gatherings, and political functions, local workers enjoying their lunch boxes,
and students and social leaders holding functions at City Hall.

Way Forward

Given the historic happenings which took place and the many footprints left behind by people
from Hong Kong and abroad, Edinburgh Place has become a landscape of great significance
in the development of Hong Kong and its people. Conferring a Grade | status of the
Edinburgh Place Complex is the first step in declaring this entire “historical landscape” a
monument.



Preserving Edinburgh Place as a Monument

Heritage Watch'!

9 November 2009

Perspective
Edinburgh Place as a Historical Landscape of Cultural Significance
Petition

We urge the Antiquities Advisory Board to confer grade I status on the

Edinburgh Place and its defining structures as a Historical Landscape of Cultural

Significance with the aim of declaring this historical landscape a Monument.

. The Purpose

The purpose of this petition is to urge the AAB to grade Edinburgh Place as a monument.
We propose that a nuanced “historical landscape” preservation method should be adopted
by the AAB in this grading exercise as a way to move forward.

Edinburgh Place with its defining structures comprises a unique landscape in the heart of
our city. Edinburgh Place was designed as a civic centre of Hong Kong, an integrated
place for celebration, ceremony and culture. The Edinburgh Place and its defining
structures, including Edinburgh Square, Queen’s Pier, the Dias, the City Hall complex and
Memorial Garden, the Star Ferry and the Star Ferry Car Park can and should be preserved
together as a unique cluster, a “historical landscape” of “cultural significance”.? In the
Burra Charter cultural significance means “aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value for
past, present or future generations. Cultural significance is a concept which helps estimate
the value of places. The places that are likely to be of significance are those which help

! This document is drafted by members of Community Cultural Concern (Desmond Sham, YC Chen and
Mirana Szeto) on behalf of Heritage Watch.

2 Although Star Ferry and Queen’s Pier are now demolished, the integrity of the original sites can be restored as
far as possible. When the government reconstructs the Star Ferry clock tower, it can for example, use methods to

delineate the original boundary of the entire pier if a full reconstruction of the pier is impossible. Moreover, the
government still has the option of reinstating Queen’s Pier in situ. In this way, the structural integrity of the
entire historical landscape can still be discerned and preserved.



understand the past and/or enrich the present, and which will be of value to future
generations. These principles are set out in the Guidelines to the Burra charter, Australia
ICOMOS. According to Richard Engelhardt, UNESCO Regional Adviser for Culture
in Asia and the Pacific, “[f]irst of all, even more than the preservation of buildings,
the preservation of the urban morphology and the revitalisation of public space has
become the most important conservation issue for developers, politicians, and the
public alike. Without the preservation of the original structural skeleton of the town,
the historic urban fabric will be unreadable and all other conservation efforts will be
incomprehensible to the residents and visitors alike.”

This paper sets out the argument for Edinburgh Place as a whole to be graded and
ultimately to be declared a monument. We strongly recommend that Edinburgh Place and
its defining structures are graded together as one “historical landscape.” The entrance to
City Hall, the Dias and Queen’s Pier are located on one axis and together formed
Edinburgh Place, a civic place for the community, ceremony, celebration and culture. We
note that on May 2007, the AAB decided that Queen’s Pier is a Grade | Historical
Building and the SHA informed the CE that it was short of monument status.

Our proposal will not only allow Hong Kong to preserve the historical corridor® that
extends from the Legco building, Statue Square to the Edinburgh Place Complex, but also
to preserve this rare civic space in Central from the encroachment of development and
commercial interests. Moreover, given the significance of the historic events, Edinburgh
Place and its defining structures will not only remain an attractive public space, but also a
tourist attraction and place for education.

Edinburgh Place in Perspective

Edinburgh Place in Central is a public civic centre built in the 1950s to 1960s. Edinburgh
Place was designed by British architects Ron Phillips and Alan Fitch. The complex
included Queen’s Pier, the Dias, the City Hall complex and Memorial Garden, the Star
Ferry (Edinburgh Place Ferry Pier) and the Star Ferry Car Park and Edinburgh Square
itself. The buildings of Edinburgh Place were built in the1950s — 1960s as an integral
complex of civic facilities. Together, they form a distinctive cluster of “modernist style”

® See Engelhard, Richard A. (2002) “The Management of World Heritage Cities: Evolving Concepts, New
Strategies”, Keynote speech at “The Conservation of Urban Heritage: Macao Vision” International Conference,
Macau, 10-12 September 2002. Conference Proceeding, page 33-48. Source:
http://heritage.icm.gov.mo/en/knowledge/vision/vision_033.pdf. Professor Richard Engelhardt is UNESCO
Regional Adviser for Culture in Asia and the Pacific, and Visiting Research Professor, Faculty of Architecture,
HKU.

* In the historical trail designed by the AMO, the “Central and Western Heritage Trail” begins at the Edinburgh
Place Complex. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_and_Western_Heritage_Trail



architecture and a rare representation of architecture of that period still existing in Hong
Kong. It is a unique cluster, a “historical landscape” of “cultural significance” and an
irreplaceable part of the urban morphology right at the heart of the city. It is a cultural and
social centre and public space at the heart of the central business district and centre of
political power.

6. Politically, Edinburgh Place reflected the then governor’s effort to expand facilities for
the people, which included Victoria Park and an extensive public housing scheme. Both
Victoria Park and the Edinburgh Place Complex were built on prime reclaimed land at the
harbor-front, but were nonetheless, given to Hong Kong people for their free civic
enjoyment rather than being sold in return for revenue.
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Figure 1: The civic space of the

Edinburgh Place Complex — a cluster of modernist style buildings. Source: Google Maps (left).
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Figure 2: City Hall and the Queen’s Pier were conceived together as a complex. Source: Government Information

Service. (1966) City Hall, Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Government Printer, p.5.



Figure 3: The ceremonial axial starting from Queen’s Pier through the Dias on Edinburgh Place and into City Hall.
Source: (- Jut = F }—*.JE" —*gﬁ;@r : Fﬁ%gw [“pl-e)
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Figure 4: The architectural axis by design.

I11. Historical Landscape: Conserving tangible cultural heritage

The current mainstream criterion of historical building conservation is based on the single
individual “building” concept. Yet, according to the prevailing principles in conserving
tangible cultural heritage, the concept of “historical landscape” or “landscape of
significant cultural importance” have been introduced by different countries and cities.

New York passed the “Landmark Preservation Law” in the 1960s. The “landmark”
concept is not limited to single historical buildings but includes also “landmarks, portions
of landmarks, landmark sites, interior landmarks, scenic landmarks and historic
districts.”® In other words, the tangible cultural heritage being conserved can be an
individual building, a site, a cluster of buildings, and even a district.

The international tangible cultural heritage conservation standard has been introduced by
the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), and China is a member
country. The Burra Charter® clearly states that the “place” to be conserved refers to the
“site, area, land, landscape, building or other work, group of buildings or other works,
and may include components, contents, spaces and views”, which include “memorials,
trees, gardens, parks, places of historical events, urban areas, towns, industrial places,
archaeological sites and spiritual and religious places.”” In Article 2 of the Burra Charter,

®> New York City Charter 2004.

® The complete name of the charter is known as Australia ICOMOS charter for the conservation of places or
cultural significance, published in 1999.

" The highlight is made by the writer of this paper.



it clearly states that ,

2.1 Places of cultural significance should be conserved.

2.2 The aim of conservation is to retain the cultural significance of a place.

2.3 Conservation is an integral part of good management of places of cultural significance.
2.4 Places of cultural significance should be safeguarded and not put at risk or left in a

vulnerable state.

10. In 2004, the ICOMOS meeting in China published the most updated China Principles®,
which further develops The Burra Charter. The China Principles also include “modern
and contemporary places and commemorative buildings, and those historic precincts
(villages or towns)” into the definition of heritage. Right from the beginning, in Article 1,
the Principles stated the concern for “landscape” and area, and not only for individual
buildings.
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Figure 4: Historical landscape preservation in the China Principles.

Source: China Principle

11. Besides Mainland China, Taiwan and Macau also define tangible cultural heritage in
terms of “landscape” and “area” and not merely individual buildings. The Taiwanese
government provides subsidy for the preservation and conservation of monuments,
historical buildings, clusters and settlements®. The “Historic Centre of Macau” (O
Centro Historico de Macau) is preserved as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a
“historical landscape” in its entirety. The Hong Kong government MUST NOT lag

® The complete name is Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China.
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12.

behind international and national standards in our actual practice.

According to Cap. 53 of the Antiques and Monuments Ordinance, “[The] Authority may
[...] declare any place, building, site or structure, which the Authority considers to be of
public interest by reason of its historical, archaeological or palaeontological significance,
to be a monument, historical building or archaeological or palaeontological site or
structure.”® In practice, the AAB has so far graded historical buildings and structures
individually and has yet to consider grading places, sites, landscapes or clusters. The
AAB will be highly commended for its endeavor to conserve Hong Kong’s first
historical and cultural landscape in the urban area by grading and conserving the
entire Edinburgh Place as a “historical landscape” and recommend it to be declared a
Monument.

1. Historical and Cultural significance of Edinburgh Place

13.

14.

15.

Edinburgh Place has significant historical and cultural values for Hong Kong, and the
value of this civic space as a public square and complex of buildings and structures are
important to the entire city. Edinburgh Place matches most historical themes proposed by
the AAB, including 6 out of the 9 themes in AAB grading principles.™

First theme: The Edinburgh Place Complex is associated with significant events,
phases, activities and historical figures at territorial level. It is significantly
important in the historical development of Hong Kong at territorial level. Over the
colonial period, the Edinburgh Place, including Queen’s Pier, the Dias and City Hall
served as the ceremonial landing place for new Governors, which were then greeted at the
Dias and then delivered their oath to serve as Governors of Hong Kong in City Hall. The
quarter/complex as a whole has marked every new page of the gubernatorial chapter in
Hong Kong history. The Edinburgh Place Complex is significant in the “Establishment
of Colonial Rule and Maintenance of Social Stability, Law & Order” and “Military
and Guerilla Activities during Japanese Invasion and Occupation”.

Establishment of colonial rule: Edinburgh Place is formed by the placement of Queen’s
Pier, the Dias and the entrance to City Hall along one axis. All important ceremonies

symbolizing colonial rule were performed here. Each arriving new Governor would land
at Queen's Pier, inspect the Guards of Honour from the Dias before being sworn in inside

19 The highlights are made by the writers of this paper.
1 Antiquities Advisory Board. “Result of Assessment of 1,444 Historical Buildings, Annex C: Proposed
Historical Themes”.
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City Hall."* This unique historical axis should be preserved intact and in its entirety. At
this place, citizens greeted Queen Elizabeth Il in 1986, when she landed at Queen’s Pier
with Prince Philip, after their historic first visit to China. The people of Hong Kong
welcomed Princess Diana and Prince Charles when they arrived from at Queen’s Pier and
then proceeded to the City Hall. Edinburgh Place was an important site where legislative
ceremonies took place. For the ordinary people, this place has performed (and are still
performing) important civic and political functions, from the post-War colonial period
well into present-day. Their removal would scrap forever an important physical link with
an important phase in the development of Hong Kong.

Figure 5: Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra of Kent, Nov. 3, 1961 with Governor Sir Robert-Black
GCMG, OBE.

Figure 6: Left: Arrival Ceremony at Queen’s Pier, Princess Margaret and Lord Snowdon inspect the Guard
of Honour at Edinburgh Place, in front of City Hall. Right: Crowds gather in Edinburgh Place outside City
Hall to greet the royalties.

2 E1A: A survey report of Historical Buildings and Structures within the Project Area of the Central
Reclamation Phase I11, Chan Sui San Peter for the HK Government, February 2001.
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16.

17.

Figure 7: Left: 1986 Royal Visit: Queen Elizabeth Il and King Philip land at Queen’s Pier after their historic

first visit to China. They were accompanied by Governor Sir Murray MacLehose.

Figure 8: July 1992, Govenor Christopher Patten lands at Queen’s Pier Welcomed at Edinburgh Place, and

is sworn into office in City Hall

Establishment of the Administrative and Judiciary System: The City Hall at the
Edinburgh Place is the place where vote-counting of the elections of District Boards,
Urban Council and Legislative Council took place. The Urban Council, the first publicly
elected municipality council in Hong Kong also held meetings in City Hall. This place
commemorates the transformation and election of the Urban Council, which was a pivotal
process in the transformation of the urban administration and the election system in Hong
Kong. Edinburgh Place hosts the opening ceremony of every new year by the Judiciary.

Establishment of Public Infrastructures and Transport: Edinburgh Place consisted of
several public piers, including “Star Ferry Pier”, which used to be called the “Edinburgh
Place Pier”, and “Queen’s Pier”. During their entire existence, they acted as significant
and important transport infrastructure connecting Hong Kong Island and the Kowloon
Peninsula. The Star Ferry Car Park was one of the first multi-storey public car parks in
Hong Kong, built in 1957, the same year as the Yau Ma Tei Car Park Building. Two years

13



later, the City Hall Car Park was built.

18. Military and Guerilla Activities during Japanese Invasion and Occupation: The City
Hall Memorial Garden and Cenotaph were “built in memory of the glorious dead in the
war years between 1941 and 1945.”*3

19. Second Theme: The Edinburgh Place has significant social and cultural values for
Hong Kong at the territorial level. It is important as one the most recognized symbolic
and visual landmark in the entire territory for the community and tourists alike. It is
important in depicting “cultural identity” and perpetuating “collective memory” of the
community at territorial level. It has accumulated a lot of historical significance as a
cultural quarter, a public space and a place of social empowerment, belonging to, and
shared by the public.

20. A symbol and visual landmark recognized by the community at the territorial level:
Since the Edinburgh Place Complex was built in the 1950s, it is deliberately kept as a
public open space near the harbor. Its purpose is “to promote freedom of movement and a
sense of unlimited space”**. Since the very earliest days of the building of Edinburgh
Place, the government, the architects and the citizens have agreed that the whole complex
is to serve the community as a whole.™ The architects Alan Fitch and Ronald Philips
declared that the government’s idea was “from the very first day” to established the place
“as a Centre for the community.”™® The classic Bauhaus style of the City Hall “set an
architectural trend in Hong Kong making this very first multi-purpose civic center a
landmark design for Hong Kong architecture” of the 1960s."

¥ Hong Kong City Hall — Memorial Garden.
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/CityHall/en/memorial _garden.php

4 Liz Heron. “Save Queen’s Pier, says architect of City Hall Complex”. South China Morning Post. 13 May
2007.

15 For instance, in City Hall 10™ Anniversary Hong Kong Arts Festival 1972, the government deliberately
agrees that the City Hall “also represented a determined attempt to serve the community as a whole, and not a
privileged minority” ([... 1R £ %X[ﬁﬂr P55 0y T RLRLE Lgrﬁ@[m P75 < ).

'® From The City Hall 1962- 1992 Hong [(ong Government Prlnter 1962.

7 Hong Kong City Hall - Introduction http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/CityHall/en/index.php
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21.

22.

S A

Figure 9: Architects Alan Fitch & Ronald Philips in 1962.

Source: The City Hall 1962-1992.

Depicting the “cultural identity”” of the community at the territorial level: Edinburgh

Place is the “cradle” of Hong Kong’s “cultural identity”. It was where momentous public
events took place, making it a “civic square” that gave birth to democracy and citizenship
in Hong Kong. Its deliberate openness has made it a rallying point for small marches and
protests, especially before the opening of the MTR, when it was THE key transport hub,
making it a smaller version of Victoria Park, but nonetheless, a place of equal historical
weight. Below are some examples of such historical events.

In 1966, when the colonial government accepted the fare-increase of Star Ferry despite
huge social discontent and ignored the 40,000 strong anti-fare-hike signature campaign
led by Elsie Hume Elliot, young activist Mr. SO Sau Chung started a peaceful
hunger-strike at Star Ferry Pier in the Edinburgh Place Complex, joined by many
sympathizers. So’s arrest was a catalyst in triggering mass protests on Kowloon side,
which became the so-called “Kowloon Disturbance”. Historians agree that the
anti-fare-hike protest at Star Ferry Pier is the first social movement in the 1960s and
1970s caused by the concern for local livelihood issues by the new locally born
generation, the children of a previous generation of refugees and migrants. This is the
paradigm-shift historical event marking the emergence of local “cultural identity” —
exemplified by a locally born Hong Kong people.*®

PR (R RV . (PHB) 0 2006 F 12 7] 21 |1,
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Figure 10: Hunger strike to protest the fare increase of Star Ferry
by Mr. SO Sau Chung in 1966.

23. The “Protect Diaoyutai Movement” started in the 1970s and continues in Hong Kong
until today. The Queen’s Pier at Edinburgh Place is the birth-place of this demonstration
of patriotism by local Hong Kong people. The significance of this ceremonial pier as a
symbolic colonial site at the heart of the city and right on a busy transport hub made it the
ideal venue for a demonstration of this nature. This movement, led by a locally born
generation of young people coming of age in the 1970s is also recognized by historians as
one of the key moments in the emergence of a locally born cultural identity. This marks
the shift in Hong Kong mainstream mentality from a transit, migrant mentality of the
previous generation towards a locally rooted sense of cultural identity and historical
agency.

.
-

Figure 11: The Protect .Diaoyutai movement in the 1970s at Queen’s Pier.

24. The movement to make “Chinese language an official language” also began here at
Edinburgh Place. This movement marked the emergence of Hong Kong people’s active

16



claim of local identity over and above the colonial culture brought over by the British
colonial establishment. It is thus not an exaggeration to designate the Edinburgh Place as
the “cradle” of Hong Kong “cultural identities”.

25. Perpetuating “collective memory” of the community at the territorial level: Edinburgh
Place perpetuates the “collective memory” of the community at the territorial level. It has
accumulated a lot of precious memories that belong to and are shared by the public.

26. City Hall at Edinburgh Place is the “most prominent center of culture and arts”*° and the
first such centers to be built in the colony. Different milestone events in Hong Kong
“such as the early Hong Kong Festival, the Hong Kong Arts Festival in 1973, the Asian
Arts Festival in 1976, the International Film Festival in 1977, and the International Arts
Carnival in 1982, all have their inaugurations here. This has testified to the eminence of
the Hong Kong City Hall in the international arts scene. Its significant role in promoting
cultural exchanges undoubtedly merits the pride of Hong Kong people.”® Since the
founding of the City Hall, it is regarded as the “cultural centre of Hong Kong™?! and aims
at providing cultural and leisure services for people in Hong Kong of different ages, sexes
and social groups. The first Hong Kong public library and museum was established in
the City Hall complex as well. The City Hall Marriage Registry is the most popular
amongst marriage registries in Hong Kong.?> The newly married couples like to take the
photographs at Queen’s Pier, Star Ferry Pier and the Edinburgh Place.

Figure 12: The cover of the Chinese version of City Hall: the cultural centre of

Hong Kong: 1967, fifth anniversary, Hong Kong: Government Printer, 1967.

¥ Hong Kong City Hall - Introduction http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/CityHall/en/index.php
20 H

Ibid.
1 Hong Kong City Hall (1967) City Hall : the cultural centre of Hong Kong: 1967, fifth anniversary. Hong
Kong: Government Printer.
?2 Hong Kong City Hall — Other Facilities — Marriage Registry.
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/CityHall/en/marriage_registry.php

17



Figure 13: At the Marriage Registry, 1967. Figure 14: Marriage photo at Queen’s Pier, 2007.
Source: (— JuAt == T rr—*,JE" —*‘\ﬁ Source: The authors of this paper.

;A‘f' : Fﬁiﬁflfjﬂ/ |"“Hl¢«)> .

27. Edinburgh Place was one of the stops of the 1964 Summer Olympics torch relay.
Edinburgh Place is also a place where many Hong Kong movies, music videos and TV
dramas are shot. The openness of this unique public place with minimum regulation (by
police and security guards) has transformed this public Edinburgh Place into an ideal
place for shooting, where producers rarely need to apply for outdoor shooting permission.
Some examples of films, TV dramas and MTVs with the scenes from the Edinburgh Place
are listed as follows:
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28. Third theme: The Edinburgh Place has significant importance in the area of “Economics
Activities in the Colonial Period”. The Edinburgh Place Complex is significantly
important for commercial activities in the colonial period. Trade fairs of cars, books and
other products started in Edinburgh Place. Edinburgh Place is significantly important for
local industries. The 2nd Floor of the “High Block” was a display centre of Hong Kong
products, as shown in City Hall: the cultural centre of Hong Kong, 1967, fifth
anniversary.

| r [

Figure 15: Fashion show at City Hall.
Source: (— Jut+==F fﬁjﬂ‘ —*ﬁ;@f’ : F‘,&FEW [“plre) .
29. Fourth theme: The Edinburgh Place Complex is a place with significant importance
in “Social Development of the Colony”.

30. Social Life of Wealthy Classes or Social Leaders in Urban Areas: The City Hall at
the Edinburgh Place Complex has been providing venues for social life of wealthy
classes and social leaders in urban areas. The exhibition hall*® and luxury restaurant in
the early years were famous and popular places for the wealthy classes and social leaders
to organize their social functions. The City Hall was also the venue of concerts and
theatres for the wealthy classes and social leaders.

8 The purpose of the exhibition hall at the Lower Block of City Hall includes cocktail parties, exhibitions and
International conferences. (Source: Government Information Service. (1966) City Hall, Hong Kong. Hong Kong:
Government Printer, p.2.)
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31. Social Life of Ordinary Chinese people: Besides the wealthier classes and social leaders,
the ordinary Chinese also bring their social life to Edinburgh Place. They hold social
gatherings, go to the City Hall to enjoy cultural functions and meet their friends. They
even enjoy their daily lunch boxes at the Edinburgh Place Complex.

Figure 16: Social Life in the 1960s. Figure 17: Social life in the 1960-1970s.
Source: (— Judt+==F rﬁJE“ — %’7 e Source: City Hall 10" Anniversary Hong Kong Arts
Fﬁ%ﬁw [SF1=) . Festival 1972.
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Figure 18: Social Life in the 1960-1970s. ik -

Source: (— JuA == T rﬁJﬁ" —“‘\ﬁ Figure 19: Description of the uses of the City Hall.
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Figure 20: Lunch at Queen’s Pier. Hong Kong people enjoying their daily inexpensive
lunch boxes and a moment of reprise at the busy heart of the central business district.
Source: Tse Pak Chai

32. Cultural Diversity and Non-Chinese Communities: Edinburgh Place has been a
place of cultural diversity. Edinburgh Place and specifically City Hall has been a
consistent venue for different cultural activities and international cultural festivals that
encourage inter-cultural exchange. Distinguished visiting artists all-over-the-world have
visited, performed and exhibited at City Hall. Both Chinese and non-Chinese citizens go
to City Hall to enjoy cultural activities. Since the colonial period until now, different
ethnic groups and communities in Hong Kong have been using Edinburgh Place as their
social gathering place.

L0 RN R D e

Figure 21: Cultural event in the 1960s.
Source: (~ Jet I T|E A s UL [lEe)
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Figure 22: Cultural event in the 1970s.
Source: City Hall 10™ Anniversary Hong Kong Arts Festival 1972.

Figure 23: Filipino weekly social gatherings at Queen’s Pier.

Source: Kith Tsang.
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Figure 24: Mongolian traders dancing and singing with locals at Queen’s Pier.
Source: YC Chen

33. Fifth theme: Edinburgh Place is significantly important for educational reform in
the colonial period. Protests of the Chinese language movement (f[1< 5@;‘1&)2“
protests to demand the re-opening of the Precious Blood Golden Jubilee School® closed
down by the government took place at Edinburgh Place. These social protests led to
subsequent educational reforms in Hong Kong.

34. Sixth theme: Edinburgh Place has been a significant historical and cultural
landscape in post-war years. It is a living heritage that continues to be used extensively
today. It is not only a venue seeing Hong Kong’s economic boom, public administration,
but also development in culture and the arts. More importantly, it is THE place that
demonstrates cultural diversity in Hong Kong.

35. Cultural diversity is an essential value recognized by the UNESCO and the World
Commission on Culture and Development. Cultural diversity is “required by the
principles of equity, human rights and self-determination” as well as sustainability.?® Asa
cosmopolitan city, Hong Kong has migrants from different parts of the world. The
recognition of places with historical and cultural significance of different ethnic groups is
the responsibility of a cosmopolitan government claiming this as a world city. To
conserve a place with historical and cultural significance for the migrants as historical and
cultural landscape is a significant step in demonstrating the government’s respect for the
principle of cultural diversity.

36. Since the 1980s, the Edinburgh Place has been a place where migrant workers have
social gatherings, social program, and political functions. The free library and
computer service at the High Block of City Hall, the outdoor areas of City Hall, Star Ferry,
Queen’s Pier and the entire Edinburgh Place are the weekend gathering places of migrant
workers since the 1980s. It is where non-Chinese migrant workers (mostly Filipino/a)
gather during their weekend day off. These migrant worker gatherings are not merely
exclusive. There are often active interactions with locals and tourists. They co-exist
peacefully for the last 30 years, making Central an important “symbol” of inclusive
multicultural cosmopolitanism for the grass-roots as well as the bankers and professionals.
It is a place for all walks of life. The civic character of the Edinburgh Place Complex
makes this inclusive multiculturalism possible and sustainable.

IR FF“H' i CREEDE 25 @) » (P) 2007 & 6 2] 30 |
® The Gist. “Mass march on school row”, 10 fuly 1978.
% UNESCO (1998) World Culture Report 1998: Culture, Creativity and Market, p.18.
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Conclusion and Petition:

37. Edinburgh Place and historical continuity: All happenings in this place have made the
Edinburgh Place an indispensable landscape for Hong Kong people and has contributed to
our local history. It serves as a set of “footprints” outlining the growth of the city. The
relocation of the waterfront occasioned by reclamation makes this entire place more, not
less, important as the landmark delineating a once-waterfront of historical significance.
Edinburgh Place and its defining structures including City Hall, the Dias and Queen’s Pier
can only serve their function if they remain genuine in their form, construction, and
location.

38. We therefore urge the Antiquities Advisory Board to confer grade | status on

Edinburgh Place and its defining structures with the aim of seeing this entire
“historical landscape” declared as a monument.
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